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Nevada

Leading Edge of Business Opportunity

Nevada. A place to grow. A place to thrive. Nevada is a 
state filled with opportunity, industry, technology and superior 
quality of life.

At the heart of the 11 Western states, the Silver State 
has easy access to California’s vital markets, a superior 
telecommunications structure and a liberal tax structure with 
no personal income tax and no state corporate income tax.

From fast-paced cities (among the fastest growing in the 
nation), to comfortable, family-based communities, Nevada 
has the perfect business climate to meet your needs, whether 
you are looking for a smarter way of doing business or for 
more fresh air and wide-open spaces.  With extensive arts 
and culture, diversity, quality education and dependable 
public services, it is no wonder Nevada has become one of 
the fastest growing states in the  United States.

The recreational opportunities in Nevada are as diverse as the landscape that spans the state. From 
majestic snow capped Sierras in northern Nevada to the illusionary red rock desert in southern Nevada 
the opportunity for outdoor activity has no end. Fishing, boating, hiking, mountain biking and off-
roading are just a few activities to participate in.

The incentives of doing business in Nevada are expansive. Nevada boasts one of the most liberal tax 
structures in the nation and from a tax-planning perspective, the return on investment in the form of tax 
saving dollars can be enormous. Explore the numerous advantages of doing business in Nevada. 

Tax Structure

NO Corporate Income Tax

NO Personal Income Tax

NO Inventory Tax

NO Unitary Tax

NO Estate and/or Gift Taxes

NO Franchise Tax

NO Inheritance Tax

NO Special Intangible Tax
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Nevada Business Incentive Programs

Source:  Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development, September 2016

Nevada Governor’s Office Of Economic Development 
Incentive Programs: Business Location Assistance

The applicant will provide a medical insurance plan for all employees including an option for dependent health insurance 
coverage of which the employer will pay at least 50% of the premium.

The applicant is expected to register pursuant to the laws of Nevada and to obtain all licenses and permits required by 
Nevada and the county, city, or town in which business operates.

The applicant commits to maintaining the business in Nevada for 5 years.

The intent is to favorably alter business location decisions by creating tax incentives for companies 
locating operations in Nevada. Program standards set forth in NRS 360.750.

1Approximate 75% tax abatement on capital equipment purchases - rate reduced to 2% NRS 374.357
2Up to 50% abatement for up to 4 years on quarterly payroll over $50,000 taxed at 1.475% NRS 363B.120
3Up to 50% abatement for up to 10 years on personal property NRS 361.0687
4Up to 50% abatement for up to 10 years on real property for qualified recycling businesses NRS 701A.210
5Approximate 75% sales tax and 50% personal property tax abatements for up to 20 years AB 161 78th (2015) Session
6Approximate 75% sales tax and 75% personal property tax abatements for up to 10 or 20 years SB 170 78th (2015) Session
*Manufacturing, **Non-Manufacturing
Ŧwhichever is greater
^100% average statewide wage, wage listed is FY17, ^^whichever is less
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Nevada Incentive Programs & Financial Resources

Source: Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development

Business Incentives

Sales & Use Tax Abatement 
Sales and use tax abatement on qualified capital 
equipment purchases with reductions in the rate 
to as low as 2%.

Personal Property Tax Abatement  
An abatement on personal property not to 
exceed 50% over a maximum of 10 years.

Modified Business Tax (Payroll Tax) 
Abatement   
An abatement of 50% of the 1.17% rate on 
quarterly wages exceeding $85,000.

Property Tax Abatement for Green Buildings   
Non-residential buildings and multi-family 
residential buildings that earn certification under 
the United State Green Building Council’s 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) program may be eligible for a partial 
abatement of property taxes.

Training Incentives

Train Employees Now (TEN) 
Matching grants of up to 75% for training 
programs for eligible employees.

Silver State Works On the Job Training 
Employers can receive as much as $2,000 for 
each state-qualified employee hired.

Financial Resources

Industrial Development Revenue Bonds
Industrial Development Revenue Bonds (IDRBs) 
are a type of tax-exempt municipal bond/public 
debt instrument.  Proceeds are utilized by private 
manufacturing companies interested in locating 
a facility in Nevada or expanding an existing 
Nevada-based business.

Nevada Small Business Administration
SBA provides a number of financial assistance 
programs for small businesses that have been 
specifically designed to meet key financing 
needs, including debt financing, surety bonds, 
and equity financing.

Silver State Opportunities Fund
The Nevada Silver State Opportunities Fund 
(SSOF) manages $50 million of capital 
dedicated to investing in businesses located 
in Nevada, looking to expand in Nevada, or 
seeking to relocate to Nevada.

State Small Business Credit Initiative
Access to capital funding is available through 
two new programs for small businesses in 
Nevada so they can grow and diversify. Nevada 
has been awarded $13.8 million in federal 
capital funding to support our state’s Nevada 
Collateral Support Program and Nevada 
Microenterprise Initiative programs.
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Nevada Business Resources

Business Environmental Program at the University of Nevada, Reno
This program provides free assistance to help minimize waste and comply with State and federal 
hazardous waste and air regulations.

Center for Business and Economic Research (CBER)
CBER was established in 1975 to make available academic expertise in research projects that assist 
in the development of the Nevada economy, with special emphasis on the southern Nevada business 
community. The center also aims to assist state and local agencies and private-sector enterprises in 
the collection and analysis of economic and market data in a way that contributes to the diversification 
and growth of the southern Nevada economy. An important part of CBER’s ongoing work is to collect, 
analyze and disseminate data on Nevada’s businesses and economy.

Nevada Industry Excellence
Nevada Industry Excellence (formerly MAP) assists businesses in the manufacturing, construction and 
mining industries to become the premier industry leaders in the Nevada market. That’s because Nevada 
Industry Excellence enables businesses to be flexible and responsive in a rapidly changing marketplace, 
by providing the expert resources and programs to improve processes, increase efficiencies and 
productivity.

Nevada Small Business Administration
The Nevada SBA provides assistance primarily through Access to Capital (Business Financing), 
Entrepreneurial Development (Education, Information, Technical Assistance & Training), Government 
Contracting (Federal Procurement) and Advocacy (Voice for Small Business).

Nevada Small Business Development Center (NSBDC)
The Nevada Small Business Development Center is a statewide business assistance outreach program of 
the University of Nevada, Reno, College of Business. They provide a wide variety of technical assistance 
to support Nevada Business.

Nevada Tech Transfer
In a cooperative effort with USC ETTC NASA’s Far West Regional Technology Transfer, the center assists 
inventors and entrepreneurs applying for Small Business Innovation Research funding through the 
Federal government and identification of other possible loan sources.

SCORE Southern Nevada Chapter | Northern Nevada Chapter
SCORE, “Counselors to America’s Small Business”, is a nonprofit association dedicated to educating 
entrepreneurs and the formation, growth and success of small business nationwide. SCORE is a resource 
partner of the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA). 

State of Nevada Department of Business and Industry
The Department of Business and Industry is a cabinet level agency in Nevada State government. Their 
objective is to encourage and promote the development and growth of business and to ensure the legal 
operation of business in order to protect consumers by maintaining a fair and competitive regulatory 
environment. The Director’s office manages a number of programs and initiatives to address the needs 
of small businesses, homeowners and consumers including small business advocacy, bond programs, 
access to capital, housing retention programs, constituent services and fraud prevention and education. 
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Nevada Wages & Availability

Job Title Est. Employment Mean Wage Annual Average

Management Occupations 59,740 $47.07 $97,910
Business and Financial Operations Occupations 42,260 $30.73 $63,230
Computer and Mathematical Occupations 17,100 $35.87 $74,600
Architecture and Engineering Occupations 11,510 $37.03 $77,020
Life, Physical, and Social Science Occupations 8,400 $32.94 $68,520
Community and Social Service Occupations 10,980 $24.08 $50,090
Legal Occupations 8,550 $46.35 $96,400
Education, Training and Library Occupations 51,520 $23.18 $48,220
Art, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media 
Occupations 

17,840 $24.84 $51,670

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 
Occupations 

52,550 $41.51 $86,350

Healthcare Support Occupations 22,940 $16.01 $33,290
Protective Service Occupations 39,940 $19.82 $41,220
Food Preparation and Serving-Related 
Occupations 

177,100 $12.17 $25,300

Building and Grounds Cleaning and 
Maintenance Occupations 

72,420 $14.04 $29,210

Personal Care and Service Occupations 73,170 $12.63 $26,260
Sales and Related Occupations 137,070 $16.02 $33,320
Office and Administrative Support Occupations 192,510 $16.88 $35,120
Farming, Fishing, and Forestry Occupations 520 $16.36 $34,030
Construction and Extraction Occupations 59,210 $23.58 $49,040
Installation, Maintenance, and Repair 
Occupations 

46,970 $23.71 $49,310

Production Occupations 42,600 $16.84 $35,040
Transportation and Material Moving 
Occupations 

87,900 $17.20 $35,770

Source: Nevada Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation (DETR), 2016 Wages
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Foreign Trade Zones

Nevada Location/Market Access

Centrally located in the Western 
market, Nevada is ideal for 
manufacturing, distribution/logistics, 
information technology, tourism and 
many other industries. 

Collectively, Las Vegas, Reno, Sparks, 
Carson City and adjacent Nevada 
towns and business parks are less 
than one day’s drive to more than 
50 million consumers as well as to 
the major U.S. deep-water seaports 
serving the Pacific Rim.

Our unparalleled transportation 
infrastructure and market reach, 
combined with our zero inventory tax, 
are why top brands such as Amazon, 
Zappos, Wal-Mart, Levi Strauss & Co., 
Sysco and CDW chose to locate their 
warehousing, distribution and Internet 
fulfillment operations in Nevada.

Source: Governor’s Office of Economic Development 

Las Vegas is home to Foreign Trade Zone 89, foreign trade zones allow firms to bring foreign goods 
or raw materials for manufacturing and/or assembling into the United States without formal customs 
entry or payment of customs duties and government excise taxes until products leave the zone. If the 
final product is exported from the United States, no U.S. Customs duty or excise tax is levied. If the final 
product is imported into the United States, fees are only due at the time of transfer on the product or its 
parts, whichever is lower.

Foreign Trade Zone 126 is located in northwest Nevada, centered off the International Customs Port in 
Reno, Nevada. Our zone has been approved for Alternative Site Framework (ASF), providing maximum 
flexibility to potential zone users. Property covered includes southern Washoe county, all of Storey, 
Carson, and Douglas counties, northern Lyon county, and western Churchill county roughly 5,000 
square miles of available FTZ space. ASF designation allows potential users the flexibility of location, as 
well as quick approval for zone activity.
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Henderson Executive Airport 
To help meet the growing demand for aviation facilities and services in Southern Nevada, the Clark 
County Department of Aviation invested more than $30 million in Henderson Executive Airport to 
create a premier corporate aviation facility and an attractive, convenient and economical alternative to 
McCarran International Airport. 

McCarran International Airport 
McCarran International Airport is located only 5 miles south of Las Vegas, NV. Each day the airport 
handles approximately 101,002 arriving/departing passengers, 611,270 pounds of arriving/departing 
cargo, 1,428 aircraft operations, and 3,349 international passengers. The airport is a customs landing 
rights airport. There are four runways ranging in length from 9,765 - 14,510 feet. Four fixed-base 
operators provide a full range of services for private aircraft.

North Las Vegas Airport
The Clark County Department of Aviation recently invested $40 million to improve North Las Vegas 
Airport, creating a premier general aviation facility designed to attract smaller aircraft traffic away from 
McCarran International Airport.  North Las Vegas Airport provides the services and amenities most 
requested by pilots and their passengers. And every arriving aircraft, from single-engine pistons and 
turboprops to business jets, receives VIP treatment.

Reno-Stead Airport 
Reno-Stead Airport s a general aviation airport located north of Reno. The physical facilities include 
two asphalt runways (7,600 ft. and 8,080 ft.) on 5,000 acres, lights, hangars and full services. Aviation 
Classics Limited is the fixed-based operator. In addition, the Nevada Army National Guard has an 
Aviation Support Facility at the airport, from which military training activities are conducted. Reno-Stead 
Airport is home to the Reno National Championship Air Races every September.

Reno-Tahoe International Airport 
Reno-Tahoe International Airport (RTIA) is the nation’s 63rd busiest airport. Each day the airport handles 
approximately 17,000 arriving/departing passengers, 283,000 pounds of cargo arriving/departing and 
420 aircraft operations. There are three runways, the main runway is 11,000 ft, the crosswind runway 
is 6,100 ft. and a parallel runway that is 9,000 ft. U.S. Customs and Immigration Offices are located 
on the airport premises. RTIA is a landing rights airport and Port of Entry. Three fixed-based operators 
provide a full range of services for private aircraft. 

Nevada Airports
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Nevada Utilities | Electricity

Average Retail Price of Electricity to Ultimate Customers by End-Use, by State
Through December 2016, Nevada’s average retail price for all sectors was 10.0% lower than the 
Mountain states, 45.1% lower than California, and 18.3% lower than the United States.

Location Residential Commercial Industrial Transportation All Sectors

Mountain States 11.68 9.56 6.33 9.65 9.33
Arizona 12.21 10.49 6.07 9.38 10.40
Colorado 12.02 9.66 7.13 9.80 9.76
Idaho 10.00 7.80 6.58 0.00 8.13
Montana 11.04 10.18 4.97 0.00 8.89
Nevada 11.42 8.00 5.86 7.83 8.40
New Mexico 12.08 9.85 5.73 0.00 9.17
Utah 11.08 8.84 6.31 9.76 8.77
Wyoming 11.18 9.44 6.92 0.00 8.19
Pacific States 14.56 13.28 9.14 8.97 12.82
California 17.40 15.15 12.07 8.96 15.31
Oregon 10.63 8.87 6.16 9.26 8.90
Washington 9.38 8.37 4.53 8.96 7.70
US Total 12.55 10.37 6.75 9.48 10.28

Industrial Rates

Numbers do not include taxes. Nevada’s numbers do not include franchise taxes or the UEC. The REPR, TRED, and EE rates are
included.
The charts above represent rates charged over a period of time, year-to-date through December 2016.
This table is an average and should not be used to determine costs for a specific project or client. All numbers represented are
cents per kilowatt-hour.

Source: NV Energy, March 2017

Through December 2016, Nevada’s average retail price for industrial customers was 7.4% lower than 
the Mountain states, 51.5% lower than California, and 13.2% lower than the United States.
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Nevada Education

Four Year Institutions

University of Nevada, Reno 
Students come here for a number of reasons 
but on the top of that list is the high quality 
education provided. University of Nevada, Reno 
is proud to be recognized as a National Tier 1 
University by U.S. News & World Report. The 
University’s continued ranking in the top-tier 
is a statement about the students they attract, 
the graduates they produce, the quality of their 
faculty and their world-improving research and 
creativity.

University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) 
Since its first classes were held on campus in 
1957, UNLV has transformed itself from a small 
branch college into a thriving urban research 
institution. Along the way, the urban university 
has become an indispensable resource in 
one of the country’s fastest-growing and most 
enterprising cities.

Nevada State College (NSC) 
The newest institution of higher learning in 
the state, Nevada State College (NSC) is a 
comprehensive college with a commitment to 
educating students for success in the real world. 
At NSC, you’ll build a career, not just a job—
and you’ll prepare to take charge of your future. 

Great Basin College (GBC) 
Two generations of students—many of them 
now citizens and community leaders—have 
studied at Great Basin College since it opened 
in 1967. Students of the new millennium, like 
those who studied at GBC before them, have 
access to contemporary knowledge in classes 
and the benefit of instructors who truly cherish 
the learning process. They will also benefit from 
an excellent library, the most current computing 
facilities, and well-equipped laboratories. 
They participate in a time-honored schedule 
of traditional classes and in a rich array of 
short courses presented by active scholars from 
Nevada and the West.

Community Colleges

College of Southern Nevada (CSN)
The College of Southern Nevada creates 
opportunities and changes lives through access 
to quality teaching, services, and experiences 
that enrich our diverse community.  The largest 
and most ethnically diverse higher education 
institution in Nevada, CSN has three main 
campuses in Las Vegas, North Las Vegas and 
Henderson and multiple sites and centers.

Truckee Meadows Community College 
(TMCC)
Truckee Meadows Community College is a 
comprehensive community college located in 
Reno, Nevada.  The college serves more than 
28,000 students each year in credit and non-
credit programs at five college sites and more 
than 20 community locations. 

Western Nevada College (WNC)
Since 1971, Western Nevada College has 
helped students prepare for careers, earn a 
college degree, and get started on the road to 
success. WNC offers high quality and affordable 
college education, in a caring environment that 
respects the individual. Many Western grads 
have become leaders in their communities and 
excel in their professions. WNC reaches out 
to everyone with multiple campuses, learning 
centers and online classes. 
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Nevada Education

Private Colleges

ITT Technical Institute Las Vegas 
Located in North Las Vegas, Nevada, ITT 
Technical Institute Las Vegas is a small four 
year private college offering undergraduate 
programs. 

ITT Technical Institute Henderson
Located in Henderson, Nevada, ITT Technical 
Institute Las Vegas is a small four year private 
college offering undergraduate programs. 

University of Phoenix, Las Vegas Campus 
Located in Las Vegas, Nevada, University of 
Phoenix Las Vegas Campus is a small four year 
private college offering both undergrad and 
graduate programs. 

DeVry University Nevada 
Located in Henderson, Nevada, DeVry University 
Nevada is a small four year private college 
offering undergraduate programs. 

Everest College Henderson 
Located in Henderson, Nevada, Everest College 
Henderson is a small two year private college 
offering undergraduate programs. 

International Academy of Design & 
Technology Henderson 
Located in Henderson, Nevada, International 
Academy of Design and Technology Henderson 
is a small four year private college offering 
undergraduate programs.

Private, Non Profit Colleges

Touro University Nevada
Touro University Nevada was established to 
help address critical needs in health care and 
education, and as a resource for community 
service in the state of Nevada. Touro University 
Nevada is home to more than 1,300 students[1] 
in a wide range of degree programs in 
osteopathic medicine, nursing, physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, physician assistant studies, 
camp administration and education. Many of 
these programs are the first of their kind in the 
state of Nevada. The College of Osteopathic 
Medicine was Nevada’s first osteopathic medical 
school and the state’s second medical school.

Roseman University of Health Sciences
The university offers a Doctor of Pharmacy, 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing and Master of 
Business Administration degrees. Roseman’s 
programs are unique in that they utilize a block 
system in which students focus on one topic at 
a time (rather than enrolling in multiple courses 
concurrently).
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